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	TERM
	EXPLANATION

	Attachment
	Something that is included with an email

	Client/Server
	A client is usually a program that runs on a personal computer that depends on a server to perform some operations. For example, an e-mail client is an application that enables you to send and receive e-mail.

	Domain name system
	A name that identifies one or more IP addresses. For example, the domain name microsoft.com represents about a dozen IP addresses



	HTTP
	Hyper-Text-Transfer Protocol

	HTML
	Hyper Text Markup Language

	IMAP
	IMAP is a newer e-mail client/server protocol with more options. 

	ISP
	Internet Service Provider

	IP address
	A computer on a TCP/IP network. A TCP/IP network uses the IP address of the destination to direct a message.  IP addresses are 32-bits written as four numbers separated by periods. Each number can be zero to 255. For example, 1.160.40.140 could be an IP address.

	MIME
	MIME (Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions)  are the utilities that allow us to attach graphics, sound and executable files to our email messages.

	Modem
	Modulator/Demodulator.  The piece of hardward that translates digital pulses into analog and back again.  It is the modem that connects to a telephone line and translates the information from your computer to the phone line

	Newsgroup
	Large Internet discussion groups that discuss topics from technical to political and even hobbies.

	Packets
	A collection of information, a term most often used to refer to the chunks of information sent over the Internet.  

	Packet Switching
	Refers to sets of rules (protocols) in which messages are divided into packets before they are sent. Each packet is then transmitted individually and can even follow different routes to its destination. Once all the packets forming a message arrive at the destination, they are recompiled into the original message.

	POP 3
	Post Office Protocol 3 (POP3) - A standard for client/server transmission of e-mail. An e-mail server holds the e-mail, and you use a POP3 client to fetch the mail from a server.

	POTS
	Plain Old Telephone Service

	PPP
	Point to Point Protocol

	Router
	A device that connects one network to another network.  Often used to link networks to the Internet.

	SMTP
	Simple Mail Transfer Protocol

	TCP/IP
	Abbreviation for Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol, a set of rules that sends information across the Internet.

	USENET 
	A worldwide bulletin board system that can be accessed through the Internet or through many online services. The USENET contains more than 14,000 forums, called newsgroups, that cover every imaginable interest group. It is used daily by millions of people around the world.









